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A YEAR ON PILGRIMAGE



Hello Good Shepherd Pilgrims! 

 

 “Pilgrimage” is a word that you have used a lot

around Good Shepherd this year as two groups,

one from the Edge House and one from the

congregation, traveled to Spain on pilgrimage

journeys to walk a portion of the El Camino

ancient pathway.  The theme of pilgrimage was

also picked up as a focus for our Lenten Small

groups this year.  

 

Pilgrimage, by definition, is to set out on an

intentional journey.  It may mean to have a

specific destination in mind, or simply setting

out with the purpose of following where God

leads.  It is not a stretch to believe that all of our

Christian life is a pilgrimage as we listen for God’s

guiding; live with intention about our words and

actions; discern who God is calling us to walk

with along the way; and finally to rejoice when

reaching the holy destination that God longs for

us to know.

 

So it is through the lens of pilgrimage that we

have developed this year’s annual report.  In

these pages you will be able to track where we

traveled, how we listened for God’s direction,

where we ran into unexpected obstacles, when

we paused to celebrate the journey, how we

walked with others in our own church family,

ways we came alongside those in the Cincinnati

community and beyond, and how we made sure

our kids and families didn’t walk the pilgrimage

of faith alone.

 

You are about to see testimony that it has been

an exciting year at Good Shepherd as we are

continually and always on pilgrimage seeking to

be a caring Christian community where we

Share God’s Grace, Grow Our Faith, and Serve

Others.

 

See you in church!

Pastor Heidi Johns

 



BEFORE  YOU GO
Jesus famously sends his disciples out in groups of two taking nothing with them,
only relying on the grace and peace of others to sustain them.  Of course, they are
equipped with the teachings of Jesus and the faith in God that their needs will be
met.  Below are just a few examples of the ways that we are equipping our pilgrims
for the road ahead:

Preparing Your Home

Most of our lives are spent outside of GSLC, but

within these walls, worship is fundamental to

how we build pilgrims to walk the path.  And

while an inspiring sermon or uplifting hymn

can stir the soul, the space and artwork are

just as important.

 

This year the Liturgical Arts Team

commissioned Liturgical Artist, Norm

Fredrickson, to create wall murals and an altar

cloth for the green seasons of the church year

- Epiphany and Pentecost. We started the

artistic journey by giving the artist some

information about our congregation and our

expectations. She then entered a time of

prayer followed by a sketching period. She

began sharing her sketches with her bible

study group and our Liturgical Arts Team. 

 

The end result was a series of panels that

could be arranged in many ways. Included are

symbols of communion, of baptism, of the

Trinity, of church formation, growth and

renewal. There is even a visual representation

of the hymn, "A Mighty Fortress." This artistic

journey was underwritten by Arlene

Wojcieszak and family in memory of Ray

Wojcieszak.



BEFORE  YOU GO
Preparing Ourselves

Part of preparing for a long trip is by

practicing to walk the path.  Before you run a

marathon, you have to run a mile - and it's just

one foot in front of the other after that.  

 

During Lent, GSLC practiced their pilgrimage

skills by taking a "journey" of their own.

Pilgrims journeyed around the Cincinnati area

each week, engaging in discipleship,

fellowship, and service.  They set aside time to

focus on matters of the soul and their identity

in God.  Although they did not travel far, many

groups engaged in practices, discussions, and

challenges that enriched their spirit and faith.

 

Every week, pilgrims documented their

journey by placing a finger print on a map of

the Greater Cincinnati area.  



WALKING THE  PATH
The anxiety of preparation is over, your shoes are broken in, and your pack is on your
back - it's time to go!  Walking the path at GSLC isn't about following a road, but
listening for and hearing God's call to us.  It's the way we take the light of God into
the world.   Read below to see how GSLC responded while on the road:

Walking to School

Education can be one of the biggest

instruments of change in our community and

GSLC has invested time and resources into

walking with the students at Taft Elementary

for more than a decade - and our involvement

continues to grow year after year.

 

Not only did GSLC adopt two classrooms this

year, but we provided a host of other services

and supplies to help the students along the

way:  tutoring in reading and math, school

supplies to fill several classrooms, 100 pairs of

pants and 55 shirts for uniforms, and the

opportunity to purchase a scholastic book for

every student in our adopted classrooms.

 

With the help of the Monday Work Crew we

also built and installed two Little Free Libraries

on the school grounds, which are stocked

with books that GSLC supplied.  

 

GSLC was also instrumental in establishing

and staffing a new food pantry, located right

on school grounds.  Our hope is that every

child comes to school fed and ready for the

journey ahead.

 

All of this culminated this spring when GSLC

was honored by the Adopt A Class

organization by being named "Adopters of the

Year".  GSLC continues to be blessed with the

oportunity to walk with Taft Elementary year

after year!



WALKING THE  PATH
Walking on Water

Every pilgrimage has it's ups and downs,

whether it's a blister on the foot or bad

weather overhead.  All of the planning in the

world cannot prepare you for the unexpected

and sometimes when it rains, it pours. 

 

The combination of cold weather and a failed

HVAC unit came together this past January in

what can only be described as "flooding on

the trail".  Water from a frozen, burst sprinkler

pipe rained down in the Fellowship Hall,

seeping through to the basement and the

preschool room below. While an

inconvenience for sure, this detour showed

the flexibility of our community as programs

and activities found new temporary homes

while restoration work was on-going.

 

Sometimes the path forward can seem dim or

dreary, and having a guide along the path can

be helpful.  The advice and help of the

Monday Morning Work Crew and Randy

Basselman was very helpful through the entire

ordeal!  

 

Walking with VEIL

Taft Elementary is not the only way that we

walk with students in our community.  Our

growing partnership with Vida Eterna Iglesia

Lutherana (VEIL) continued this past year as

several GSLC members have faithfully

volunteered their time and talents to the

Summer Reading program. Many of those

volunteers served as tutors, prepared lunches,

and served on the Board of Veil over the past

two years.

 

Additionally, two Good Shepherd members

successfully secured a Dollar General grant for

$2000, which was used to purchase six

Chrome Notebooks and other supplies to be

used in the Summer Reading Program. 

 



WALKING THE  PATH

Walking to Africa

When you can't travel far, you bring far to you.  

Vacation Bible School youth (ages 3 – 6th

grade) journeyed to the continent of Africa to

hear stories from other youth living in

different African countries, meet animal Bible

Buddies, and hear stories from Scripture that

all pointed towards the central theme of “Life

is Wild … God is Good!”  Their daily safari

adventures inspired the 130 youth attending

VBS to collect $572.94 in support of the ELCA

Malaria Campaign to help educate people in

order to prevent the spread of malaria in 13

different African countries.  It is our hope that

at the end of VBS, both kids and adults, can

continue to identify God’s goodness on their

daily walk through the journey of life.

Walking Together

It was January 2010, when the CFAM (Caring

For All Members) leadership team began to

meet on regular basis.  Members of the team

were feeling called to walk with those in the

congregation who were going through

difficult times in their lives. While ministries

existed, the CFAM Leadership Team saw other

needs in the congregation which were not

being addressed.  They began to envision

what  it might look like to walk with members

during difficult times in a comprehensive way.

 

The CFAM Ministry, with all its different

ministry teams, has become Good Shepherd’s

way to walk with those members/associates

who are going through difficult times. GSLC is

now equipped to come to their aid in many

different ways.  The CFAM ministry teams are

Stephen Ministers, Parish Visitors, Hospital

Callers, the Transportation Team, the Minor

Home Repair Team, Emergency Meals, the

Bereavement Team, the Prayer Chain, Just In

Case and the Shepherd’s Pantry.  Each team

has a team leader who inspires and mobilizes

a member of his or her team to walk with a

member/associate of the congregation who

needs the support the team can give.  

 

In 2019, the CFAM leadership conducted a

survey for how the various ministry teams

might continue to walk with those in need.

While the survey results have led to some

adjustments, one thing remains clear:  the

CFAM volunteers continue to be eager to help

bear one another’s burden and thus show

others the love of Christ.   

 

The journey continues.

Walking to Help

Sometimes when you are walking the path,

your neighbor is hurt and you need to help.

Every year, GSLC supports various causes and

disaster response efforts when the need arises.  

Besides the ones described in this report, here

are other organizations GSLC has helped

outside of the budget:  Lutheran Disaster

Reponse ($2415+$7945), Congregational

Christmas Card ($2800), Souper Bowl of

Caring ($812), and Larry's Legacy ($6400).

 

 

 



WALKING THE  PATH

Walking to Haiti

Although we were unable to see our partners

in Haiti this year due to growing challenges in

Haiti, we were still able to uphold our

commitment to walk alongside the saints in

Haiti. This past Easter season GSLC hosted our

second Resurrection Project. The hope was to

sponsor 4 women through the CLM program

in Haiti, which raises women out of ultra-

poverty over the course of 18 months. 

 

Members generously supported our neighbors

by raising over $9,000, which allowed us to

sponsor 6 women through the program! In

addition to the funds raised through our

Resurrection Project, GSLC is still committed

to offering an additional gift through our

budgeted outreach. Thank you so much for

your commitment to helping our Haitian

brothers and sisters move mountains.

Walking Home

One of the most powerful pilgrimages for a

person in poverty to take is one from

homelessness and insecurity to home

ownership and stability.  Over the many years

of our involvement, GSLC has helped build 66

homes!

 

It isn’t all just hammers and nails however,

there is also relationship.  The commitment to

walk side-by-side with those soon-to-be-

homeowners, hammering, sweating and

struggling together - working towards the

completion of a home.  Each new home build

becomes a pilgrimage alongside those who

will live in it.  GSLC could not be more proud

of our partnership with Habitat.

 

This year, with the help of Amanda Hill, GSLC

decided to “power up” our partnership with

Habitat.  A two month financial campaign

started in June and GSLC “pilgrimed on” by

donating $19,000, which was matched by

monies from the Ruth Grassman Fund to

make our total gift $38,000.

 

Our pilgrimage with Habitat will continue into

this new year as we learn of new ways to walk

with them by volunteering at the ReStore and

getting involved in the "Rock Around the

Block" service event.



TALES  ON THE  TRAIL
No good trip is complete without a couple of memories and tall tales.  Pilgrimages
are not only about the physical journey, but also where you go spiritually.  While
several groups physically traveled abroad to walk El Camino de Santiago, we also
traveled to camp and reflected on a 30 year journey in our congregation.  Read below
to see the ways that GSLC was changed on the path this year.

Tales from Camp

What does it mean to walk the path as a

family?  It means having opportunities for

families to grow their faith together in

environments that are friendly to both parents

and children.  Traveling to summer camp for a

week is a great way to both spend time in

God's Creation, while also helping grow faith

together.

 

To help ease the financial burden of a week of

camp, GSLC offered $200/family "camperships"

to attend camp at either Lutheridge (NC) or

Camp Luther (OH) with monies from the Ruth

Grassman fund.

 

 

The interest started pouring in from families

and the preparation began in earnest.  From

packing lists to insider info, families readied

themselves for the trip.  This community of

campers hit the road to North Carolina or Lake

Erie together and shared in camp life for a

week of songs, evening vespers, morning

devotions, time in the craft cabin, with prayer

and scripture woven into each part of the day.

 

While our campers may have physically gone

to and returned from camp, the journey is not

over and campers are not alone. The time at

camp gave us a shared opportunity to reorient

ourselves towards a deeper direction of

spiritual formation for the coming year and a

community of mutual support to encourage

each other to continue to grow. And whenever

we desire to, we can always journey back to

camp.



TALES  ON THE  TRAIL
The 30 Year Hike

There is a prayer that comes at the end of the

liturgy for Morning Prayers that I have found

meaningful since my days in the seminary:  

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden,
through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

This is a pilgrim’s prayer because it captures

the unforeseen things which are part of daily

living.  This prayer always helped center me for

the start of my day and reminded me that God

would be with me no matter what happened.  

 

When I began ministry at Good Shepherd over

30 years ago, it was like beginning a great

pilgrimage.  I knew a little something about

the congregation, and they knew a little

something about me, but no one knew how

this adventure would turn out.  

In 1989, my "Letter of Call" stated my

responsibilities were: General Ministry (25%),

Young Adult Ministry (25%), and Family

Ministry (50%).  That has certainly changed

over time as both I and the congregation have

grown and changed in many ways.    My "Letter

of Call" today would look quite different!  My

pilgrimage has expanded to take on quite a

few different ministry areas over those thirty

years, including:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 30 years of ministry at GSLC

brought back all of the memories of what was

and where GSLC is now.  The heartfelt notes

called to mind all of the events and memories

that reminded me of where God is active in our

lives.  Reminiscing with members filled my

heart with joy and even brought a few tears to

my eyes (not surprisingly).   

 

Of course my ministry has been a great

pilgrimage for me, but also a great journey for

GSLC.  I am grateful that God has walked with

us, guiding us on this great adventure of

ministry, where together we have shared God’s

love with others in so many different ways.

 

In Christ,

Pastor Pat

 



TALES  ON THE  TRAIL
The Pilgrimage

They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning
within us while he (Jesus) was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told
what had happened on the road, and how he had been
made known to them in the breaking of the bread. –
Luke 24-32-25
 

So ends Luke’s post resurrection story of

Cleopas and his companion walking the road

to Emmaus.  While this annual report has

shown all that ways that GSLC has been

walking the path together, 16 GSLC members

and 9 people from the Edge House traveled to

Spain to walk El Camino de Santiago.  This

Bible story is an apt metaphor for those

pilgrims - in many ways their hearts burned

within as they encountered God’s love

embodied in the many people they met and

experiences along the way.   

 

El Camino de Santiago winds through the

Spanish countryside which is dotted with

farms and picturesque small villages.  In

between those small villages and farms lie

swatches of forest and undeveloped land that

support many wildflowers, birds, and other

animals unique to that area of Spain.  

Prayer, contemplative walking, and devotions

were an important part of the daily life on the

trail.   By simplifying the schedule, awareness of

God's presence was amplified.  The ability to be

present to whatever happened was something

many pilgrims found comforting, while others

enjoyed the gifts of laughter, stories, and

fellowship.

 

And while only a small number of people

walked the path, it was really all of GSLC that

took part in the journey.  The prayers and

support were felt by all of the pilgrims even

though they were an ocean apart.  The stories

and updates from the pilgrims connected

members to the journey.  All of these things

made it a "buen Camino" for the GSLC pilgrims!



GSLC would be remiss not to mention that it is only because of the many talents

and gifts of our congregation that we are able to show the love of God in our

community and around the world.  A special "Thank You" goes out to all of those

that have contributed their time, money, and talents while walking the path

with GSLC this year.  We are also grateful for the dedication of our wonderful

staff and all the work that they do on a day-in-day-out basis.  For all involved,

members, staff, regular visitors, and everyone else that comes in contact with

GSLC - we are truly blessed to have been on this pilgrimage with you this year!

 

And as GSLC moves our attention from the path we have walked, to the path

ahead, we wonder where our path will lead us?  We start our new year with a

wonderful opportunity to see how the grace of God calls you to shine the light of

God in this world!  Where is your pilgrimage this coming year?  We are excited to

find out in this coming year! #godsgraceyourhands

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

7701 Kenwood Rd

Cincinnati, OH 45236

513.891.1700

Follow Us on the Web!

@GSLC.Cinci @gslcmedia@GSLC-Cinci

@goodshepherdlutheran goodshepherd.com


